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Let’s consider a few examples:

On February 15, 1978 Pensacola Police Officer David Lee conducted a vehicle check. He didn’t know
what the sole occupant of the vehicle had recently done, but the occupant did. Who was he? Serial
killer Ted Bundy. Bundy attempted to disarm Lee. Lee was able to retain his firearm and eventually
took Bundy into custody.

On April 19, 1995 Oklahoma State Trooper Charlie Hangar stopped a vehicle for minor traffic
violations. He didn’t know that 90 minutes earlier the traffic violator, Timothy McVeigh, killed 168
people with a truck bomb at the Murrah Federal Building. But McVeigh sure knew it, didn’t he?
Fortunately, given his training and experience Hangar was able to take McVeigh into custody for
carrying a concealed firearm. It was days later before it was determined that McVeigh was
responsible for the bombing.

On May 31, 2003 then-rookie North Carolina police officer, Jeff Postell, arrested a man digging in a
trash bin on a grocery store parking lot—an infraction that would rise to about the level of jaywalking.
Postell didn’t know that he had just captured Eric Rudolph, the man whom years earlier had killed and
injured numerous people with bombs and was on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted list.

So now, let’s consider Ferguson Officer Darren Wilson’s stop of Michael Brown. Apparently Wilson
didn’t know that Brown had just committed a strong-arm robbery. But Brown did! And that Captain,
is huge.

Allegedly, Brown pushed Wilson and attempted to take Wilson’s gun. We’re also being told that
Officer Wilson has facial injuries suffered during the attempt by Brown to disarm him. Let’s assume
for a moment those alleged acts by Brown actually occurred. Would Brown have responded violently
to an officer confronting him about jaywalking? Maybe, but probably not.

Is it more likely that he would attack an officer believing that he was about to be taken into custody
for a felony strong-arm robbery? Absolutely.

Officer Wilson survived the encounter with Brown as did Lee, Hangar, and Postell. Michael Brown
didn’t survive and it’s too soon to say if Officer Wilson’s use of deadly force was justified and legal.
You and I both know that not all officers survive such confrontations. Officers die in incidents like
this Captain Johnson, including a couple that I remember from your own organization:

On April 15, 1985 Missouri Trooper Jimmie Linegar was shot and killed by a white supremacist he

and his partner stopped at a checkpoint; neither Trooper Linegar nor his partner were aware that the
man they had stopped had just been indicted by a federal grand jury for involvement in a neo-Nazi
group accused of murder. The suspect immediately exited the vehicle and opened fire on him with an

automatic weapon.

Just a month before, Missouri Trooper James M. Froemsdorf was shot and killed—with his own
gun—after making a traffic stop. When the Trooper made that stop he didn’t know that the driver was
wanted on four warrants out of Texas—But again the suspect knew it.

So Captain Johnson, I guess the mindset and recently committed crimes of the suspects that murdered
those Missouri Troopers didn’t mean anything. The stops by the Troopers, as you have said, are
entirely different events right?

Bullshit.
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